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Introduction 

The House this week will turn its attention to trying to modify the deadline for ratifying the equal rights amendment.  They also plan to take up a bill that would authorize the National Women’s History Museum.  The Senate will take up a slate of judicial nominees.  The Administration releases is FY 2021 budget.  Below is news from Washington, D.C. 

Administration 

State of the Union Address Reveals Possible GOP Focus on Reducing Carbon 

Last week, President Trump delivered his annual State of the Union address to Congress.  While President Trump has stated in the past that Climate Change is a hoax, his address did speak to other carbon reduction strategies such supporting the 1Trillion Trees Initiative.  Below are excerpts from the address as well as other carbon reduction strategies being discussed by the GOP.

Scott Waldman of Climatewire wrote on February 5, “President Trump hinted at a policy to reduce carbon emissions. It was a first for the president in a State of the Union address — though he did not say the words "climate change."

“The nod came when Trump expressed support for planting trees, an idea that has gained momentum among international business leaders and conservative lawmakers in the United States.

"To protect the environment, days ago, I announced that the United States will join the 1 trillion trees initiative, an ambitious effort to bring together government and the private sector to plant new trees in America and around the world," Trump said.

“Reforestation is a key theme for Republicans who want the party to craft a softer message on climate change, even as Trump continues to reject sea-level rise and other climatic changes being observed by his administration.
“Trump first brought up the issue of planting trees at the World Economic Forum meeting last month, when he said the United States would participate in an international effort to beautify the planet by planting a trillion trees. The idea is rooted in the ability of trees to absorb carbon dioxide; Trump didn't mention emissions or climate change at the economic forum.

“Planting trees is one piece of a larger package that House Republicans have been working on for months to get the party more engaged on the climate issue. Last month, Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) and other GOP lawmakers released the outlines of a plan to capture carbon dioxide emissions, reduce plastic pollution and invest in clean energy, a category that they say includes natural gas and nuclear power. The plan doesn't attempt to reduce the use of fossil fuels.

“A separate bill that calls for planting 3.3 billion trees in the United States over 30 years will soon be introduced by Representative Bruce Westerman (R-AR).

“Last night, Trump emphasized the expansion of oil and gas in the United States while lightly touching on the climate ideas emerging from his party. He credited his deregulatory actions for spurring energy development, a theme that runs crosswise to scientists' warnings that rising emissions threaten to lock in some of the worse effects of climate change.

"Thanks to our bold regulatory reduction campaign, the United States has become the No. 1 producer of oil and natural gas in the world, by far," Trump said. "With the tremendous progress we have made over the past three years, America is now energy independent, and energy jobs, like so many elements of our country, are at a record high."

“While it is true that the United States is the top producer of oil and gas in the world, it entered that position during the Obama administration. The United States became the top oil producer in 2013, and it beat out Russia's gas production more than a decade ago, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration. The United States is also not energy independent, and despite a sharp increase in energy exports, the country still imports oil from Saudi Arabia and elsewhere.

“In the White House, there was little surprise that Trump did not embrace the GOP's interest in climate policy.

"The kids like the ideas," said one White House official, speaking on background. "The boss, not so much."

“Republicans are increasingly concerned about alienating voters by rejecting climate change. That's especially true when it comes to younger people and suburban women. Polling increasingly reveals that politicians could face electoral risks by ignoring the issue, particularly in places like Florida where the effects of warming are hard to dismiss.

“Republicans on the House Science, Space and Technology Committee tweeted the climate connections moments after Trump spoke.

"The #trilliontreesinitiative is one piece of a broader GOP strategy to address our climate with market-friendly, practical, and realistic solutions," the committee tweeted. "@housesciencegop is joining the @GOPLeader effort by proposing to double investment in basic research & drive new energy technology."

“The small steps by Republicans seem to signal that the "decade of disastrous disputation" might be ending, following the rise in climate denial after the recession and the election of President Obama, said Bob Inglis, a former Republican congressman from South Carolina. He pointed to the formation of the Senate Climate Solutions Caucus, led by Senator Mike Braun (R-IN), as a sign that Republicans are willing to differentiate themselves from Trump on climate change. They're clearly watching the polls, Inglis said.

"Kevin McCarthy is a smart guy, and he realizes you can't win the majority back without winning suburban districts, and you can't win suburban districts with a retro position on climate change," he said.

“Democrats promise to use Trump's immovability on climate change as a weapon in the general election. Democratic caucusgoers in Iowa on Monday ranked climate change as a top issue, second only to health care, a Washington Post poll found. In his closing speech in Iowa, Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT) made it clear that he will use the issue against Trump.

"Unlike the president, the American people understand that climate change is not a hoax but is an existential threat to our country and to the entire world," Sanders told his supporters.

“Sanders and Representative Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D-NY) both skipped the State of the Union speech last night. Sanders campaigned in New Hampshire, while Ocasio-Cortez tweeted that she did not want to "normalize Trump's lawless conduct & subversion of the Constitution."

“For now, planting trees is the one thing that Trump and liberal Democrats agree on.

“A massive tree-planting campaign could be a step in mitigating carbon emissions, said Phil Duffy, a climate scientist and president of the Woods Hole Research Center. Expanded forest cover in the United States could sequester carbon, but it won't offset the sheer amount of emissions being released by cars, power plants, industrial facilities and buildings.

"The potential is very, very big, but also finite and almost certainly by itself not enough," Duffy said of planting trees. "The most aggressive natural solutions climate plan isn't going to keep up with emissions, so if you don't stop emissions, you haven't begun to address the problem."
DOE:  Renewable Chief Frustrated with Staffing Plunge 

The following story reports on a recent House hearing at which Dan Simmons, head of DOE’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, testified that he is trying to hire additional personnel for this office.  
On February 6, Kelsey Brugger of Energywire reported, “Dan Simmons, head of the Department of Energy's efficiency and renewables office, expressed frustration during a hearing yesterday about staffing levels being down 20%.

“Simmons, assistant secretary for the Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, did not disagree with House Democrats who called him to Capitol Hill for an explanation.

"I'm quite frustrated with it," Simmons told members of the House Science, Space and Technology Committee. "There are many other things I'd like to be doing today than being at an oversight hearing talking about this issue."

“Democrats, prodded by the Natural Resources Defense Council, have questioned DOE's commitment to bolstering renewable energy technologies when the president has dismissed climate change and tried to choke funding for research.

“EERE currently has a staff of about 550, Simmons said, and he is looking to reach 675. But he complained that the government's hiring process was "exhaustive."

“The $2.5 billion office oversees DOE's solar, wind and geothermal efforts, and handles the nation's energy efficiency standards for a range of household appliances.

“For months, DOE aides from the Obama era have expressed concerns that inadequate staffing levels would stymie innovation throughout the country.

“And in December, appropriators scolded the department for failing to fill its 650 congressionally mandated positions.

“The fiscal 2020 spending bill gave EERE $2.85 billion — a $469 million increase from the approximate $2.4 billion set aside in fiscal 2019 and a nearly $2.5 billion increase from what the White House requested.

“Today, NRDC addressed a report documenting what the group sees as a pattern at DOE of not using available funds. The group also worries about political considerations hurting clean energy efforts.

“Yesterday, Simmons confirmed his staffing levels are very similar to what they were last June, when agency staff briefed the subcommittee.

"I would like to have a better story to tell on hiring than that," he said. "We need to do a much better job."

Political meddling in hiring?

“Simmons, who was confirmed to his post a year ago, worked for nearly a decade at the conservative Institute for Energy Research.

“He worked there at a time when the group's lobby arm, the American Energy Alliance, called for reining in DOE spending — including eliminating EERE entirely.

“Simmons has pledged to carry out the wishes of lawmakers, who have repeatedly provided significant funding for EERE — despite White House budget plans.

“Simmons lamented the cumbersome hiring process and that seemingly benign things, like badges, could be difficult.

"There are only certain things that are in my control," he said, assuring lawmakers that dozens of people are in the hiring pipeline.

“Representative Sean Casten (D-IL), who worked for 20 years in clean energy, pressed Simmons on allegations of political meddling in hiring.

"Do you have the authority to make a unilateral decision or do you need a permission slip?" Casten asked, wondering whether top leaders had to sign off on new workers.

“Simmons could not say with certainty. He said the current DOE hiring process differed from the previous administration. He pledged to follow up with more information.

Casten said, "Please let us know precisely what level you have authority and what level you need permission slips so we can try to fix it."

Disobeyed congressional orders?

“Tony Reardon, president of the National Treasury Employees Union, slammed EERE management for fostering "poor employee relations."

“He said the office has become unattractive and "overburdened," and longtime career staff had left or been forced out.

“A DOE official noted after the hearing that employee satisfaction had increased 5.8% from 2016 to 2019, according to the Federal Employee Viewpoint Survey. EERE had high participation rates.

“Representative Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) stressed that EERE, at the start of fiscal 2020, had not allocated $820 million for research, and therefore had disobeyed congressional orders.

“Simmons responded that his offices have "worked very hard to comply with congressional intent." He noted that his unobligated funds mirror the Obama administration's record going into fiscal 2017 and 2016.

“He added: "When the program officers come and brief me on upcoming [funding opportunity announcements], one of the things that is discussed every single time about every single topic is, 'What is the congressional language surrounding this topic?'"

“He stressed: "I take very seriously that direction from Congress."

“Even though support for EERE and DOE funding in general has been widely bipartisan, conservatives agree with the president in wanting cuts. At the very least, they think spending needs more scrutiny.

"Can you say Solyndra?" said Rep. Randy Weber (R-Texas), referring to the controversies surrounding the failed solar company.

Solar funding spat

“Former DOE solar office Director Charlie Gay, who left last year, addressed controversy surrounding a solar funding opportunity announcement (FOA).

“In 2018, the solar office withdrew a $46 million FOA just days before awarding recipients. The monthslong process had up to $1 million in administrative costs, critics say. The agency disputes the figure.

“NRDC, along with the watchdog group Democracy Forward, which sued DOE to obtain internal emails, argued that the agency's decision to withdraw the FOA appeared to be politically motivated.

“Agency leaders said the FOA was withdrawn because of concerns about "understandability" and "collaboration."

“Gay challenged those justifications and told lawmakers yesterday, "We pulled the plug on our own operational process."

“Representative Bill Foster (D-IL) referenced the emails, which showed that former EERE Director Cathy Tripodi told other political appointees the solar office had offered to rewrite the FOA. Gay denied he did.

“Foster said it appeared Tripodi had personally redone the FOA, an accusation Gay said he did not have evidence to confirm.

“The congressman asked whether Gay had ever seen or heard of that before. "I have not heard of it before," he responded.

This article also appears in E&E Daily.”

Biofuels:  Policy Swings Shutter Iowa’s Biodiesel Plants 

While this story focuses on how RFS policy is affecting the biodiesel industry, the same forces are also affecting the biogas industry.  The story is included to provide continous information about RFS.  

Marc Heller of Greenwire wrote on February 4, “WALL LAKE, Iowa — Fifteen years ago, farmers produced so much soybean oil they couldn't figure out what to with it all. It was good for cooking and salad dressing — and not much more.

"We were throwing it away," recalled Bill Shipley, a farmer and district director with the Iowa Soybean Association.

“Then came the renewable fuel standard in 2005, mandating the use of biofuels in the nation's fuel supply. Around the same time, Congress created a federal tax credit for biodiesel producers and blenders. Soybean oil, a leftover from the crushing of beans for animal feed, became a moneymaker — and a player in policy fights over alternative fuels. Ninety-three biodiesel plants across the United States can produce about 2.5 billion gallons a year, according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration.

“But mixed signals on those policies are feeding new doubts in biofuel country about the Trump administration's support and the industry's continued growth.

“Congress only recently renewed a $1-per-gallon tax credit for biodiesel producers and blenders, after it had expired two years earlier — and the credit is set to disappear again in 2022. The RFS, which requires the blending of biofuels, including biodiesel, into the nation's fuel supply, faces an uncertain future after 2022, when congressional mandates end and EPA assumes full responsibility for setting biofuel volumes.

“Although EPA has maintained biodiesel volumes at 2.43 billion gallons for next year — more than double the level Congress set in law — its policy of granting biofuel-blending exemptions to some small refineries has helped drive down the price of renewable fuel credits, irking biodiesel producers and farmers, industry groups say.

"The RFS frustrates me to no end," Shipley said on his farm recently. "There are some people that aren't usually political that are very upset about it."

“In the midst of the cool reception in farm country, EPA has defended its renewable fuel policies. "Through President Trump's leadership, this administration continues to promote domestic ethanol and biodiesel production, supporting our nation's farmers and providing greater energy security," Administrator Andrew Wheeler said in a recent opinion piece in the Sioux City Journal.

'We're not selling tons of biodiesel'

“Iowa is the nation's biodiesel capital.

“Its 10 plants can make about 428 million gallons of the alternative fuel a year, according to EIA. Biodiesel is made mainly from soybeans, but it can also be made from animal fat, recycled vegetable oil and corn oil bought from ethanol plants.

“While the public at large may not know much about biodiesel, it's serious business in the Hawkeye State. Shipley said biodiesel production probably adds about 90 cents a bushel — or 10% — to the price he's paid for soybeans.

“The Western Iowa Energy facility in Wall Lake, about a two-hour drive from Shipley's farm, is a symbol of the industry's rise and challenges.

“Fifteen years ago, farmers banded together and raised $20 million in nine days to open WIE. It produces around 45 million gallons of biodiesel a year, plus 45 million pounds of kosher-grade glycerin, a clear liquid used in products from cosmetics to food. Going kosher in 2018 attracted a higher price but also imposed restrictions; the plant could sell kosher crude glycerin for 14 cents a pound at the time, versus 5 cents for non-kosher, but employees and visitors can't bring any kind of food into the processing areas as a safeguard against contamination. Visitors sign a statement acknowledging the food rule before they can enter.

“When plant operators decided to seek kosher certification, WIE's customer — ADM Corp. — sent inspectors who looked over every aspect of production and made detailed demands to meet ADM's strict requirements in addition to the rabbinical standards, said Vice President of Operations Mike Altmanshofer.

“Inside, the plant is a maze of pipes and tanks and boilers. Signs on the walls remind workers that there are two types of emergency alarm — one for fire, another for tornadoes, though a twister hasn't come close, Altmanshofer said.

“The plant wasn't running the day Altmanshofer led an E&E News reporter and visiting WIE board members on a tour — a situation that's become more frequent lately.

"We're not selling tons of biodiesel," said Bill Horan, a founding director of WIE and a farmer in nearby Calhoun County. Even though it's in better financial condition than many in the business, directors said, it ran fewer hours last year than in prior years. Board members visited Washington regularly to lobby for more favorable federal policies.

"We've had working capital from the beginning," Horan said. "Most plants haven't. Most of the plants can't invest in anything."

“The EIA reported that, nationwide, biodiesel production has been lower every month, compared with a year earlier, since June. Ten biodiesel plants closed in 2019, taking 250 million gallons of capacity offline and furloughing 265 workers, according to the National Biodiesel Board, an industry group.

“For farmers, the lost production translated to as much as 163 million bushels of soybeans or 1.5 billion pounds of surplus soy oil. When plants close, companies that crush soybeans typically drop the price of soy oil until they can find a buyer — often overseas — said Paul Winters, director of public affairs and federal communications for the National Biodiesel Board.

“The NBB found a climate impact, too, suggesting that the idlings equaled 2.35 million tons of forgone carbon dioxide emissions, since emissions are lower than at a petroleum-based diesel plant.

“The biodiesel industry blames federal policies, including a drop in renewable fuel credit prices brought on by ethanol-blending waivers EPA granted to small refineries, and the two-year lapse in the biodiesel tax credit. The tax benefit helps plants make up for an economic reality: Biodiesel is more expensive than diesel made from petroleum, and there's limited reason to make it without government incentives. In October, pure or nearly pure biodiesel was selling for around $3.73 gallon, compared with $3.08 a gallon for diesel, according to the Department of Energy.

“One Iowa plant that suspended operations in December, Western Dubuque Biodiesel in Farley, reopened after the tax credit was revived, said the company's general manager, Thomas Brooks. Winning the tax credit extension, retroactively, ended two years of lobbying for people in the industry.

"We've been going to D.C. every year, saying the same thing about how do you plan for your business?" said Kevin Ross, a corn farmer near Minden, Iowa, who's a director at WIE. "It's been one of the worst things for a business to deal with."

'Tenuous'

“The tax credit has critics, too.

“Although its cost in lost tax revenue pales in comparison to other federal tax policies, the biodiesel tax credit is the most expensive biofuel incentive in the tax code, totaling $12 billion since its inception in 2005, according to Taxpayers for Common Sense. And because it's based on the increasing volumes of biodiesel sold, it grows with the industry; the government gave up $3.2 billion in 2017, up from $1.3 billion three years earlier.

"After billions in subsidies over nearly fifteen years, it is time for the biodiesel industry to survive on its own two feet without taxpayer support," TCS said in a report. "All types of energy — including biofuels and biomass — should be allowed to compete on a level playing field."

“The tax credit also doesn't guarantee that U.S. producers will make more biodiesel. Fuel blenders receive the credit no matter where they obtain the biodiesel, including from imports. That happened increasingly before 2017, when the National Biodiesel Board won a case at the World Trade Organization against Argentina and Indonesia for subsidizing their biodiesel exports.

“Some imports continue, including from Europe. But European biodiesel is often made with soybeans bought from the United States, said Winters, the NBB spokesman.

“Biodiesel advocates said they're happy to let the tax credit go away after 2022, as long as EPA keeps boosting the amount of biofuel blended into the fuel supply.

"Our goal is eventually not to have a tax credit," said Rob Shaffer, an Illinois soybean farmer and a director with the American Soybean Association. "Our goal is not have to depend on the tax credit."

“Senate Finance Chairman Chuck Grassley (R-IA), who secured the tax credit renewal, didn't rule out trying for another extension in two years, depending how biodiesel producers fare.

"I can't say that I can say with satisfaction that they can get along without it," Grassley said in a conference call with agriculture reporters Jan. 28. "They've got some certainty they've never had before."

“As a drawn-out battle in Congress last year showed, the political landscape makes the biodiesel credit, as well as more than 30 other tax provisions subject to extensions, anything but a sure bet, Grassley said.

“Leaders reached a deal on the extension as part of an omnibus spending package the day before the measure was to be considered, after negotiations between Grassley, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) and others.

"How long can you pull this miracle off?" Grassley said. "We reached an agreement, and then [Senate Minority Leader Chuck] Schumer comes in and says you gave Grassley too much, and then we got nothing. And then you got 24 hours of 'Are we going to get anything?'" he said.

"That's how tenuous things are around here," Grassley said.

“For now, Western Iowa Energy maps its future on having the policy in place. The company can move ahead now with a rail expansion that will allow feedstock to be delivered on trains rather than trucks, said WIE President and General Manager Brad Wilson. "That was the main reason we were waiting."

"Now we can look at longer-term investments," said Grant Kimberley, a WIE board member and executive director of the Iowa Biodiesel Board. But the move may be too little, too late, for others, he said.

"It doesn't necessarily reopen the plants that closed."

Congress

Senate Climate Caucus Adds Four New Members

A number of new member joined the bi-partisan climate caucus last week.  

E&E News PM reporter Nick Sobczyk published on February 6, “The bipartisan Senate climate caucus is getting four new members.

“Senators Marco Rubio (R-FL), Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), Susan Collins (R-ME) and Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) are joining the group of moderates led by Senators Chris Coons (D-DE) and Mike Braun (R-IN).

“The caucus aims to foster a bipartisan discussion about climate change, with input from centrist organizations and the business community.

“The caucus plans to meet in the coming weeks with a variety of business and advocacy groups, including the Global Carbon Capture and Storage Institute and major member companies of the Climate Leadership Council, which pushes for a carbon fee and dividend with the support of oil majors and other large corporations.

"We have a diverse group of Senators who have joined the Climate Solutions Caucus, which is important because Congress cannot make significant progress on climate issues until we can convince all Americans that climate policy can make a meaningful difference without harming their pocketbooks," Braun said in a statement.

“Rubio originally added his name to the caucus last year but without a Democratic compatriot to even the ratio between the two parties.

“The other members are Senators Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH), Mitt Romney (R-UT), Angus King (I-ME), Lindsey Graham (R-SC) and Michael Bennet (D-CO).
Other 

Is Big Agricultural Warming to Climate Science?  Al Gore Thinks So

This story reports on a recent forum sponsored by the Foundation for Food and Agriculture Research which focused on deploying more sustainable practices throughout the agricultural industry.  

On February 6, Marc Heller of Greenwire submitted, “After years of shunning the science of climate change, Big Agriculture appears to be doing an about-face.

“That's the conclusion of former Vice President Al Gore, who told an agriculture research foundation last night he sees indications that agrichemical companies, farmers and others tied to big-scale food production are beginning to accept a role in slowing climate change.

"I spend a good amount of time in the investing world now, and I'm among those who believe that we're in the early stages of a sustainability revolution worldwide," Gore said at a forum in D.C. sponsored by the Foundation for Food and Agriculture Research. "I think there's a big shift underway. It's not as powerful as I'd like to see it yet, but it is beginning."

“Gore, who's emerged as an international leader on climate change since his vice presidency under President Clinton, noted his own agricultural background through a farm he owns in Tennessee. He said he believes farming practices that conserve carbon will catch on with increasing speed as big agricultural players see value and profitability in the climate change fight.

“A change like that is critical, Gore said, as climate change worsens and weather disasters that hurt food production are increasingly linked to human-induced warming. Carbon emissions from the food system, including farm practices and food waste, continue to climb, he said. "Agriculture is under pressure to change."

“Gore appeared at the event with Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI), ranking Democrat on the Senate Agriculture Committee. But the foundation is bipartisan, and he credited Agriculture Chairman Pat Roberts (R-KS), who wasn't there, with helping to advance the issue through programs in the 2018 farm bill.

“In the past, Gore said, his political allies saw agrichemical companies as on the opposite side of the issue, resisting climate science and sustainable agriculture practices that might reduce the use of farm chemicals, for instance. Now, he said, technology and greater public awareness are coming together to make climate mitigation good for business.

"We think it has the magnitude of the industrial revolution but the speed of the digital revolution, and these changes are coming pretty fast," Gore said. "We are at an inflection point, and farmers are anxious to lead that."

“Big food buyers such as schools, hospitals and nursing homes can help, Gore said, by fostering connections with farmers.

“Government plays a role, he said, through the establishment of carbon markets — which he said he's convinced will eventually attract widespread participation by farmers beyond the pilot programs already in place.

"It is not impossible," Gore said, "to imagine a day when farmers receive payments for the carbon they have sequestered in their soil."

“Stabenow, who's pressed for climate-related programs in the farm bill, touted initiatives such as conservation innovation grants that encourage practices that farmers might deem too risky without government support. But while Congress and the Department of Agriculture promote the use of cover crops, for instance, to conserve soil carbon, no more than about 2% of farmers grow them.

“Congress stepped up that practice, Stabenow said, by adding cover crops to the federal crop insurance program for the first time. But even with the improvements in the farm bill, the United States is behind Europe and China in areas such as agricultural research, she said.

“She added: "We do need to spend more."
Emissions:  UK Bans New Gas Vehicles by 2035 to Boost Climate Effort

Climatewire published on February 5, “Britain announced yesterday that it plans to ban the sale of new gas and diesel cars by 2035 — five years earlier than its previous target — in a bid to speed up efforts to tackle climate change.

“The announcement was timed to coincide with the launch of Britain's plans for the United Nations' climate summit, known as the Conference of the Parties to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP 26), which is scheduled to be held in Glasgow in November.

“But the U.K. government's commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions was questioned by the woman who was appointed by Prime Minister Boris Johnson to head the Glasgow climate summit — and then was fired last week.

“Sacked conference President Claire O'Neill said Britain's efforts to fight climate change were "miles off track."

“Britain has pledged to reduce its net greenhouse gas emissions to zero by 2050. But the government's advisory Committee on Climate Change has warned that the country's action to slash carbon dioxide and other gases that contribute to global warming is lagging far behind what is needed.

“The U.K.'s new 2035 target for ending gas and diesel car sales is one of the world's more ambitious. Several countries, including France, plan to stop by 2040. Norway — one of the most aggressive early adopters of electric cars — has a goal, but not a requirement, to eliminate petrol and diesel cars, excluding hybrids, by 2025.

“The U.K. says it will bring in a ban on fossil fuel cars and vans even earlier than 2035 "if a faster transition is feasible." The ban will also include hybrid vehicles.

“But environmental groups said Britain's goal is not ambitious enough.

“Rebecca Newsom, head of politics at Greenpeace U.K., said "phasing out the internal combustion engine faster is an important piece of the puzzle."

"However, pushing the date later than 2030 would vastly reduce the chances of meeting our climate targets, and the potential to deliver thousands of electric vehicle manufacturing jobs," she said.

“The auto industry reacted coolly to the announcement. Mike Hawes, chief executive of the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, said the automakers were already moving toward "a zero emissions future," and said the government had "moved the goalposts for consumers and industry."

“Johnson kicked off a year of buildup to the climate conference yesterday alongside naturalist David Attenborough and Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte at London's Science Museum. Italy is hosting a preparatory meeting for the conference.

“The British prime minister said the world had seen "a catastrophic period of global addiction to hydrocarbons that got totally out of control."

"We have to deal with our CO2 emissions. And that is why the U.K. is calling for us to get to net zero as soon as possible, for every country to announce credible targets to get there — that's what we want from Glasgow," Johnson said. "And that's why we have pledged here in the U.K. to deliver net zero by 2050."

“Britain's tenure at the helm of COP 26 is getting off to a rocky start. On Friday, Johnson sacked O'Neill, a former British government minister appointed last year to head up the event.

“The Conservative government said it had decided that a current government minister should fill the role but gave no reason for the change of heart. A replacement has not been announced.

“O'Neill strongly criticized the prime minister in a letter published yesterday in the Financial Times.

"When you asked me to be your COP President ... you promised to 'lead from the front' and asked me what was needed: 'money, people, just tell us!'" she wrote. "Sadly, these promises and offers are not close to being met."

“The prime minister's spokesman, James Slack, declined to respond to O'Neill's criticisms. — Jill Lawless, Associated Press”
